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John W. Donnelly, 100 

Table  
Tennis  

National  
Senior  
Games  

Champion 

J ohn W. Donnelly, born in 1906 in Iowa, is a table tennis 
champ. A past National Senior Games Champion and a 
gold medal winner in the Florida Senior Games State 

Championships, John is headed to the National Senior Games 
in Louisville, Kentucky, this month. He is the oldest table ten-
nis player in the Games.  
      John began playing table tennis in high school. After col-
lege, in the 1920s, he became a stock broker in Iowa and re-
tired his paddle for 30 years. In 1980, John moved to Florida 
and founded a table tennis club in the community in which he 
lives. He still plays four to five times per week. 

 
 

John slices the cake at his 100th. 

The Champ at his birthday party. 
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